funds for black-led programming from the United Methodist Church, the National Council of Churches, and a number of other mainline outlets, whose contributions made the United Front's daily work possible and lent them the legitimacy and resources necessary to attract larger federal grants. Yet pushback from the membership of those churches and new forms of state repression made such funds short-lived, and by 1970, the United Front had reached its peak.
Pimblott's story ends in decline, and in the seemingly unjustified imprisonment of many Cairo United Front leaders-including Koen, currently imprisoned again. Yet it is not an altogether bleak narrative, in its recounting of unlikely alliances and moments of unexpected victory. This book is a must-read for anyone interested in religion, race, politics, theology, and resistance. One of the most interesting chapters in this slim volume is "Freedom Crusades," which illustrates how local organizations used public demonstrations to convey anticommunist beliefs. Mills maintains that while people on the Northern Plains may not have shared the fears of people on the coasts they were no less invested in defeating communism. Like Americans across the country, they used events such as parades and rallies to demonstrate their patriotism and belief in their system of government.
Mills does not discuss other social issues of the day and virtually ignores questions of gender, race, or class. He acknowledges that his study has its limits, noting that he intends the book to start a larger conversation about what the Cold War meant for different regions of the United States. Mills has succeeded in that goal, and, hopefully, other Cold War scholars will begin to explore the regional differences that Mills has illuminated. Cold War in a Cold Land is an important contribution to the history of the Midwest, and should be useful for scholars of the entire region. In Hall of Mirrors, Barry Eichengreen provides an outstanding example of comparative history to demonstrate the parallels between the Great Depression of the 1930s and the Great Recession, which began in 2008. Eichengreen is a knowledgeable and well-respected economic historian, whose command of economic theory, empirical evidence, and the tools of economic history make Hall of Mirrors an essential interpretation of the Great Recession. Beyond mere comparison, Eichengreen seeks to leverage historical analogy to further explicate the policy framework that ultimately rendered the global responses to the Great Recession only partially successful.
While a comparative approach tying the Great Depression to the
